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JOINT RULES , 


Of the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory of Jefferson. 


v 


l. In every case of an amendment of a bill agreed to 1n one house, and dissented to in 
the other, if either house shall request a conference; and appoint a committee for. that 
purpose, and the other house shall appoint a committee to confer, such committees shall, 
at a convenient hour, to be agreed upon by their chairman, meet and state to each other ver- 

,bally, or in writing, as either shall ehoose, the reasons of their respective houses for and 
against the amendment, and confer freely thereon. MAE 
"9. When a message-shall be sent from the Council to the House of Representatives, it 
shall be announced at the door.o£, the House by the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully 
communieated to the Chair by the person by whom it may be sent. J E 

3. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message shall be sent from the House 
of Representatives to the Council. 

4, Messages shall be sent by such persons as a sense of propriety ın each house may 
determine to be proper, and they may be transmitted from one house to the other at any 
time, provided neither house shall have adjourned for a longer period than one day. 

5. While bills are on their passage between the two houses, they shall be on paper, and 
under the signature of the Ghief Clerk of each house respectively. » 

6. After a bill shall have passed both houses, it shall be duly enrolled by the Enrolling 
Glerk of the House of Representatives, or of the Council, as the bill may have originated 
in the one or the other house, before it shall be presented to the Governor of the Territory 

‘for his approval. - : Ea i 
- % When bills are enrolled, they shall'be examined by a jóint committee of three from the 
Council and from the House of Representatives, appointed as a standing committee for that 
purpose, who shall carefully compare the enrolled bills with the engrossed bills, as passed in 
the two houses, and, correcting any errors that may be diseovered in the -enrolled bills, 
make their réport forthwith to their respective houses. j , 

8.” After éxaiiination and report, each bill shall be signed in the resnéctive houses, first 
‘by*the Speaker ofthe Honse of’ Representatives, then by the President of the Council. ' - 

7 9. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each house, it shall be presented, by the 
said committee, to the Governor for his approbation, (it being first: endorsed on the back 
vf the roll.certifying in which house the same originated; which endorsement shall be 
‘signed by the Chief Clerk.of the.house in which^the same did originate,) and shall. be 
entered on the journal of each house. The said committee shall repert the.day of pré- 
‘sentation to the Govermor, which time shall alsobe tarefully entered on the journal of 
gach house. ` - . ED 

10. All orders, resolutions and votes which are to be presented to the Governor of the. 


+ 


Territory for bis approbation, shall also, in the same manner, be enrelled, examined and 
signed; and shall be presented in the same manner, and by the same committee as provi- 
ded in cases of bills. 

11. When the Council and House of Representatives shall judge it proper to make à 
joint address to the Governor, it shall be presented to him by the President of the Council, 
in the presence of the Speaker and both houses. 

19. When a bill or resolution, which has been passed in one house, shall be rejected in 
the other, it shall not be brought in during the same session without leave of two-thirds of 
that house in which st shall be renewed. 

13. Each house shall transmit, in case they are demanded, al! papers on which any bill 
er resolutiou shall be founded. 

14. After each house shall have adhered to their disagreement, a bill or resolution shall 
be lost. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. __ 


1, Presentation of Petitions. 

2. Resolutions, Notices and Motions. . 

3. Reports of Committees. 

4. Messages and other Executive Communications. ' 

5. Me from the Council and Amendments proposed by the Council to bills of the 
ouse. 

6. Bills and Resolutions from the Council on their first and second reading. 

7. Engrossed Bills and Bills from the Council on their third reading. 

Bills of the House and from the Council on the Speaker's table. . 

Special Orders of the day. : 

10. General Orders of the day. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


£o Qo 


OF THE DUTIES OF THE SPEAKER. 


1. He shall take the chair every day precisely at the hour to which the House shall have 
adjourned on the preceding day; shall immediately call the members to order; and, on the 
appearance of a quorum, shall cause the journals of the preceding day te be read. 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to poinis of order in preference 
to other members, rising from his seat for that purpose; and shall decide questions of or- 
der, subject to an appeal to the House by any two members, on which appeal no member 
shall speak more than once, unless by leave of the House. 

3. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting. u 

4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: “As many as are of opinion 
that (as the question may be) say Aye;" and, after the affirmative voice is expressed, 
“As many as are of the contrary opinion, say No." If the Speaker doubts, or a division 
be called for, the House shall divide; those in the affirmative of the question shall first rise 
from their seats, and afterwards those in the negative. . 

; 5. When any motion or proposition js made, the question, ‘Will the House now consider 
s 2 Y eden be put, unless.it is demanded by some member, or is deemed necessary by 
the Speaker. . : 

6. The Speaker shall examine and correct the journal before it is read. He shall have 
a general direction of the hall, He shall have a right to name any member to perform 
the duties of the chair, but such substitution shall not-extend beyond an adjournment. , 
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P All committees shall be appóinted by the Speaker, unless óibérwise 3pecially.direet- 
ed by the House, in which case théy shall be appointed by ballot; and if, upon such bal. 
lot, thé number required shall not be elected by a majority of the votes given; the House 
shall proceed to a second ballot, in which a plurality of votes shall prevail; and in case a 
greater number than is fequired to compose or complete a committee shall have an equal 

. number of votes. the House shall proceed to a further ballot or ballots. - - 

8. In all other cases of ballot than for committees, a majority of the votes given shall 
be necessary toan election; and where there shall not be such a majority on the first bal- 
lot, the ballot shall be repeated antil a majority be obtained. And in all ballotings, blanks 
shall be rejected, and not taken into the count in the enumeration of votes, or reported by 
the tellers. NAE. 

9. In all cases of an election by the House, the Speaker shall vote: in other cases he 
shall not vote, unless the House be equally divided, or unless his vote, :f given to the mi- 
monty will make the division equal; and, in ease of such equal division, the question shall. 

@ lost. : 

10. In al cases where other than members of the House may be eligible to an offica 
‘by the ejection of the House, there shall be a previous nomination.. 

11. In all cases of election by the House of its officers, the vote shall be taken vive voce 

12. All acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall be signed by the Speaker; aud all 
writs, warrants and subpanas, issued by order of the Heuse, shall be under his hand and 
seal, attested by the Clerk. | ^ 

13. In case of any disturbance -or disorderly conduct in the galleries or lobby, the 
Speaker, (or chairman of the committee of the whole House) shall have power to order 
the same to be cleared. ° apos 

14. No person except members of the Council, their. Secretary. Governor; Secretary, 

Judges of the Supreme Court, Marshal, Attorney General of the Territory, and. Chap- 

lains of the Legislative Assembly, and such other persons as tlie House may deem it 

proper to admit, shall be admitted within the hall of the House of Representatives, — 


ORDDR OF BUSINESS OF THE DAY. 


15. As soon as the journal is read, the Speaker shall call for petitions from the mem- 
bers of each district, and if, on any day, the whole ot the districts shall not be called, the 
Speaker shall begin on the next day where he left off the previous day. 

16. All the districts shall be called for resolutions on each day during the session of the 
Legislative Assembly, and all resolutions which shall give rise to debate, shall lie over 
for discussion one day. | : : l 

17. After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from committees and resolutiona,’ 
it shall be in order, pending the consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a motion 
that the House do now proceed to dispose of the business on the Speaker's table, and to 
the orders of the day, when being decided in the affirmative, the Speaker shall dispose 
of the business on his table m the following order, viz: 7 ` 

Ist. Messages and other Executive communications : 

2d. ME from the Council, and amendments proposed by the Coun 

ouse. ; 
3d. Bills and resolutions from the Council on their first ‘and second réading, that they 
be referred to the commuttees, and put under way; but if, on being read a set- 
onc time, no motion be made to “commit, they are to be ordered to.their th: rd 
reading, unless objection be made, in which case, 1f not otherwise ordered by a 
majority of the House, they are to be laid on the table in the general Tile of bills 
on the Speaker's table, to be taken up in their turn. i 
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and nays is commenced; and any-member requesting to-be excused from voting may make -A 
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4th. Engrossed bills and bills from the Couneil on their third reading, : 
th. Bills öf the House and from the Council, on the Speaker's table, on their engros» 1 
^ ment, or on being ordered to a third reading, to be taken up and considered ‘in i 
the order of time’ in which they passed to a second reading. The messages, 
‘communications and bills on his table, having been disposed of, the Speaker. shall 
then proceed to call the orders of the day. ‘ 


OF DECORUM AND DEBATE. : 
E = » 4 id ` 

. 18. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any matter to the House, 

he shall rise from his seat, and respectfully address himself to *Mr. Speaker," and shall 

confine himself to the question under debate, and' avoid personality. i 

19. If any member, in speaking ọr otherwise; transgress the rules of the House, the 
Speaker shall, or any member may, call to order; in which case, the member so called te, 
order;shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to explain; and the House shall, if ap- 
pealed to, decide on the case, but without debate: if there be no appeal, the decision of 
the chair shall be submitted to. If the decision be in favor of the member called to order, 
he sha!l be at liberty to proceed, if otherwise, he shall not be permitted to proceed, in tase uu 
any member object, without leave of the House; and, if the case require. it, he shall be 
liable to the censure of the House, : 

20. If a member be called to order for ‘words spoken in debate, the person calling him 
to order shall repeat the words excepted to, and they shall be taken down in writing at the 
Clerk's table, and no member shall be held to answer, or be subject to the censure of the 
House, for words spoken in debate, if any member has spoken, or other business has in- 
tervened, after the words spoken, and before exception to them shall have been taken. 

21. When two or more members happen'to'rise at once, the Speaker shall name the 
member who is first to speak. 

22. No member shall speak more than once on the same question, without leave of the # 
House, unless he be the mover, proposer, or introducer, of the matter pending; in which 
case he shall be permitted to speak in reply, but not until every membér choosing to speak 
shall have spoken. | 

23. If a question pending be lost by adjournment of the House, and revived on the 


succeeding day, no member who shall have spoken on the preceding day shall be permitted 
again to speak without leave. M , - : 

24. While the Speaker is putting any question, or addressing the House, none shall 
walk out óf or across the House; nor, in such case, or when a member is speaking, shall 
entertaia private discourse; nor while a member is speaking, shall pass between him and 
the chair. Every member shall remain uncovered during the session.of the House. No 
mernber, or other person, shall visit or remain by the clerk's table while the ayes and nays 
are calling, or ballots are counting. 

25. No member shall vote on any question in the event of which he is immediately and 
particularly interested, or in any case where he was not within the bar of the House when 
the question, was put. .And when any member shall ask leave to vote, the Speaker shall 
propound to him the question, “Were you within the bar when your name was called ?" 

26. Upon a division and count of the House on any question, no member without 'the 
bar shall be counted. - . : : d 

27. Every member who shall be in the Heuse when the question is put, shall give his 
vote, unless the House, for special reasons, shall excuse him. All motions to excuse a ni 
member from voting shall be made before the House-divides, or before the call o£ the ayes - "d 
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a then be ‘taken without further debates o oo rtre ossi LE i s 
28. When a motion'is made and seconded, it shall be stăted:by the Speaker; or, being- 
in writing, it shall be handed to the chair, and read aloud by the;clerk before,debated. `: : 
, 29... Every motion shall be reduced to writingrif the Speaker.or any member ‘desires ‘it. 
30. After he motion 1s stated by the Speaker, or read: by the clerk, it shall. be deemed. 
to be in possession of the, House; but, may: be withdrawn-at any time before a. decision ‘or 
| amendment. eae Ww MN ENS 
31.; When a question is under debaté, no motion shall be.received but to adjourn; tàilie 
on the table, for the previous question, to postpone to a day certain, to commit. of amend; 
to. postpone indefinitely; which several motions shall have precedence in the order in.which 
4 they are arranged; and no motion: to, postpone fo a:day certain, to.commit, or: to postpone, 
| indefinitely, being decided, shall again be allowed'on the same day and:at the-same stage: 
lof the bill or proposition. A motion to strike out the:enacting: words. of a bill shall have" 
| precedence of a motion to amend, and if carried, shall be considered equivalent to its 
i rejection. "MN ; : Hat : ' - 
\ 39, When a resolution shall-be;offered; or.a motion-made to refer any.subject, and dif- 
Mferent committees shall be proposed, the question shall be taken in the following order :— 
Us committee of the whole; a standing committee; a select committee. 
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| 33° A motion to adjourn, and a motion to fix the day to which the House shall adjourn, 
shall be always in order: these motions, and the motion to lie on the table, shall be deci- 
‘ded without debate. : 
| 94. The hour at which every motion to adjourn is made, shall Eé:entered on the journal. 
|” 98. The previous question shall be in this form, “Shall the main question be now put ?” 
‘It shall only be admitted when demanded by a majority of the members present, and its 
i ; a 
lefect shall be to put an end to all debate, and.bring the House to.& direct vote upon amend- 
-7 ments reported by a committee, if any upon pending amendments, and then upon the main 
“question. On a motion for the previous question, and prior to the seconding of the same, 
a call of the House shall be in order; hut after a majority shall have seconded sueh mo- 
tion, no call shall be in order prior to,a decision of the main question. - ^ 
i 86, On a previous question there shall be no debate. All incidental questions of order 
arising after a motion is made for the previous questibn, and. pending such motion, shall 
‘be decided, whether on appeal or otherwise without debate. 
į 97. Any member may call for the division of a question, which shall be divided, if it 
j comprehend propositions in substance šo distinct, that, one being taken away, a substantive 
‘proposition shall remain for the decision of the House. A motion te strike out and insert 
. ishall he deemed indivisible; but a motion to strike out being lost, shall preclude neither 
amendment nor a motion, to strike, out and insert. . : CERE 
38. Motions and reports may be committed at the pleasure of the House. 
39. No motion or proposition on a*gubject different from that under consideration shall 
| be admitted under color ef amendment. No-billor resolution.shall, ai any time, be amend- 


; ed by annexing thereto, or incorpofating therewith, any other bill or resolütion pending 


before the House. a> OA inus f 

40. When & motion has been. once madè and carried.;in. the. affirmative.or. négative, it 
, shall be in order for any membér of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof 

, on the same or succeeding day; and such motion shall-take precedence-of ‘all ether ques- 

- tions except a motion to adjourn, . .* o l 

41. When the reading of a;paper is called for, and the same is objected to by any 
member, it shall be determined by.a vote of the House. - - ~ "E i 

42. The unfinished business ip whjch.the House was engaged at the last preceding ad- 
journment shall have the prefereBce iñ the orders ef the day; and no motion on any other 
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‘business shall be received without special leave of the House-until the former is disposed of..- 
48. Every order, resolution or vote, to which the concurrence of the Council shall be- 


necessary, shall be read to the House, and laid on the table, on a day preceeding that i in 
which the same shall be moved, unless the Hoüse'shall otherwise expressly allow. +» 

44. Any five members shall be authorized to'compel the attendance of absent members, 
and also, to call the yeas and nays. à 


45. Upon calls of the House, or in aag the yeas ahd nays on any question, thè names 


of the members shall be called alphabetically. 

46. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Housé, unless he have 
leave, or be sick, or unable to attend. 

47. A sergeant-at-arms shall be appointed, to hold his office during the pieasure of the 
House, whose duty it shall be to attend the House during ils sittings; to execute the com- 


-mands of the House from time to time; together with all such process 1ssued"by authority 


thereof, as shall be directed to him by the Speaker. 
48. The sergeant-at-arms and doorkeeper shall be sworn to keep the secrets of the House. 


49. The regular standing committees of the House shall be— 


Committee on Judiciary, - - - - J. C. Moone, Chairman, 
C. C. Posr, DUE 
W. M. SLAUGHTER. 

Committee on Finannce, - - - - Ww. Davipson, Chairman, , 


E D. K. Warr, 
f S. B. Krrrosc, 
' Committee on Education, - - - - M. D. Hicxman, Chairman, 
: Wu. Davinsoyn, 
Epwin James. 


Committee on Corporations, - ~~- - C. P. Harz, Chairman, 
EH Asa SMITER, 
š Mirzs Parren. 
‘Committee on Elections, - - - - E»wix James, Chairman, 
J. A. Harrocx, 
T. L. Gor»rs. 
Committee on Wagen and. Means, - - W. M. Sravenree, Chairman, 
D J. S. ALLEY, 
W. P. McCrore. 
j Committee on County Organizations—Z. Jacxson, Chairman. 
C. P. Harr, 


A. McFarpprx. 
Committee on Printing, - - - - S. B. Kzrrose, Chairman, 
A. J. Epwarps, 
i | M. D. Hicemayn, 
Committee on Engrossed Bills, - - ‘J. S. Srowz, Chairman, 
D. K. Watt, 
J. S. ALLEN. 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, - - — Wirriax Davinsox, Chairwan. 
. Joun C. Moors. 
Committee on Apportionments, - - T. L. Gorpzw, Chairman, 
. J. C. Moors, 
: A. McFapben. 
Committee on Militia, - =- - - C. P. Haut, Chairman. 
: if Epwiw Jamzs, 
M. D. Hioxiax. 
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50. It shall be the duty of the Committee on :Elections:to examine and report ‘upon the 
certificates of election, or other-credentials of the members returned to serve in this House; 
and to take into their consideration all such petitions, and other matters touching elections 
and returns, as shall or may be’ presented, or come into question, and be referred to them 
by the House. 

51. The several standing committees.of the House shall have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. i 

69. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the House, at the end of each session, to send 
& printed copy of the journals thereof to the Executive and to each branch of the Legis- 
lature of every State. ° 

53. All questions of order shall be noted by the clerk, with the decision, and put to- 
gether at the end of the journal of every section. 
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OF BILLS. 


64. Every bill shall be introduced, on the report of a committee, or by motion for leave. 
In the latter case, at least one day's notice shall be given of the motion; and the motion 
shall be made, and the bill introduced, if leave is given. when resolutions are called for; 
such motion, or the bill when introduced, may be committed. Every amendment proposed 
by & member shall be presented to the clerk in writing, in the exact words in which it 
is intended to amend the matter under consideration. 

55. Every bill shall receive three several readings in the House previous to its passage, 
and bills shall be dispatched in order as they were introduced, unless where the House 
shall direct otherwise; but no bill shall be twice read on the same day, without the special 
order of the House. 7 

56. The first reading of the bill shall be for information, and, if opposition be made to 
it, the question shall be, “Shall this bill be rejected ?” If no opposition be made, or if the 
question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to its second reading without a question. 

57. Upon a second reading of a bill, the Speaker shall state it as ready for commitment 
or engrossment; and if committed, then a question shall be, whether to a select or stand- 
ing committee, or to a committee of the whole House; if to a committee of the whole 
House, the House shall determine on what day: if no motion be made to commit, the 
question shall be stated on its engrossment; and if it be not ordered to be engressed on 
the day of its being reported, it;shall be placed in the general file on the Speaker's table, 
to be taken up in its order. But if the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the-House shall 
appoint the day when it shall be read the third time. Í 

68. After eommitment and report thereof to the House, or at any time before its pass- 
age, a bill may be Second. : 

59. All bills ordered to be engrossed, shall be executed in a fair round hand- 

60. When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the clerk, noting the passage at the 
foot thereof. i 

61. No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescinded, changed or suspended 
except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present. Nor shall the order of 
business, as established by the rules of the House, be postponed or changed, except by a 
vote of at least two thirds of the members present. . 

62. It shall be in order for the Committee on Enrolled Bills to report at any time. 

63. The rules of Parliamentary practice comprised in Jefferson’s Manuel, shall govern 
the House in all cases to which they are applicable, andz;in which they are not inconsistent 
with the standing rules and orders of the House, and joint rules of the Council and House 
of Representatives. 
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04. No-bill-of question which hes he&n once»passed or rejacted, shall be called up’ for 
considération during the:.same session, unless:two-thirds of tne House shall be in favor of 
taking up the same. ee 

, 65. No amendment. by way of rider shall be received to any bill on its third reading. 
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Z Beit enacted by the-General Assembly `of the Provisional: omen of .tho Terri- 
tory ef. Jefferson, the Goyernor approving. > 
i eg 
x - $ 4x. x r Hu 
& MLES ; à 
, i , 
$ : T 
à ^ . os 
EN A $ * » e * 2 "v E a 


"P Eo we Sera. VAN um "m Re Lis F "EM 


